PREFACE

The 2006 edition of the World Congress ICM was held in Madrid and, as
usual, a number of Satellite conferences were celebrated in different places.
The Organizing Committee of the ICM2006 and the Royal Mathematical So-
ciety of Spain commissioned the Banach spaces group of the University of
Extremadura to organize a Satellite Conference on Banach spaces.

The Organizing Committee counted with the support of the Department
of Mathematics, the University of Extremadura, the Diputacién de Céceres,
Ayuntamiento de Céceres, Junta de Extremadura and Ministerio de Edu-
cacién y Ciencia. Moreover, Caja de Extremadura and Caja Duero con-
tributed to the success of the meeting.

Most available information about the event can be found at the site
http://www.banachspaces.com.

If a few spots of the unique atmosphere surrounding this conference can
be given, here they are:

e the place chosen was Caéceres, a beautiful town whose old center has
been declared by the UNESCO part of the World heritage;

e the old church of the Centro Cultural San Francisco was transformed
into the main lecture hall were plenary lectures were delivered;

e the scientific committee composed by W.B. Johnson, J. Lindenstrauss,
B. Maurey, A. Pajor, A. Pelczynski, D. Preiss, N. Tomczak-Jaegermann and
J.M.F. Castillo set as main guideline for the conference to show open and new
developing directions for Banach space theory;

e the list of main speakers was composed by R. Aron, C. Atkin, S. Ar-
gyros, J. Bastero, F. Bombal, G. Godefroy, R. Haydon, N.J. Kalton, M.
Maestre, V. Milman, J. Lindenstrauss, A. Naor, J. Orihuela, H.P. Rosenthal
and E. Odell;

e the “Valencia group” headed by Richard Aron, Domingo Garcia and
Manuel Maestre organized a Special Session focused on the topic Polynomials
on Banach spaces.

As editor of this proceedings volume and somehow responsible for the
Conference, I'm convinced that the success of the conference was due to the
combination of skills and different levels of relentless efforts of the following
persons, to which we all owe gratitude: the main speakers, all participants,
the members of the organizing committee and Ricardo Garcia.

If a new Banach space conference was to be organized one day in Céceres,
I hope to meet you there.

Jesus MLF. Castillo
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